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2 Humble ‘Shotgun’ Houses Moving Into Cultural Spotlight 
"Shotgun" House, Charlotte Observer January 28, 1986
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Shotgun house en route to its new location
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Shotgun houses at their new location behind the Old Little Rock AME Zion Church.
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Belmont Shotgun House, 1405 Kennan Street, Charlotte
The Survey Committee presents a seconded motion to The Historic Landmarks Commission that the Belmont Shotgun House, 1405 Kennan Street, Charlotte, N.C., be placed on the study list of prospective historic landmarks.
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View, Vick Street houses, 
Tim Buchman Photographs, 1988-1998 
http://d.lib.ncsu.edu/collections/catalog/buch0657 
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Above: The house at 716 Humphrey Street.	
City wants new life for shotgun houses 
June 05, 2014. The city is seeking developers to restore the two surviving shotgun houses in the historic Happy Hill community.
Long vacant, the houses – both on Humphrey Street and dating back to the early 20th Century – are owned by the city. Shotgun houses are immediately identifiable by their narrow rectangular form. Usually no more than 12-feet wide with rooms arranged behind one another, they got their name based on the theory that if a shotgun was fired through the front door, the bullet would pass unobstructed through the house and exit out of the backdoor. This type of historic African American architecture is believed to have its roots in West Africa.
Michelle McCullough, a Historic Resources Coordinator who is coordinating the project, said the city doesn’t have the funds to renovate the houses, so it is turning to the community.
 “We’re looking for something creative. We’re looking for someone to use this historic building type and be creative and … put some love on them and really bring them back and see what they can use them for,” said McCullough, whose duties also include the historic marker program and staffing the Forsyth
County Historic Resource Commission.
Tomorrow is the deadline for interested parties to submit proposals for the units. The houses can be rehabbed on site or even moved to a similar neighborhood if necessary. The units don’t have to be refurbished for residential uses, necessarily. McCullough said she has heard of plans to convert old shotgun houses into coffeehouses, museums and a community gathering place.
[image: ]
The 720 Humphrey Street unit.
The house at 716 Humphrey St. still sits on its original foundation and was acquired by the City in 2006. The other – at 720 Humphrey St. – used to sit on Alder Street and had been previously relocated before the city placed it near the other house earlier this year.
Several years ago, the now defunct Southside CDC had plans to turn the shotgun houses into residential units. State Rep. Evelyn Terry, who was the executive director of the CDC, said the proposed project had many plans and many false starts over the years but ultimately partners could not be secured to fund the restoration. She is hoping that the current initiative fares better.
“The reality about our history is why it’s so important (that) if you can preserve them, do such, said Terry. “… It’s a part of who we were, who we are.”
Edith Jones is a proud product of Happy Hill – the city’s oldest black community – and had been a part of past efforts to restore the shotgun houses. If the city’s effort does come to pass, Jones said she doesn’t believe any former residents of the community’s shotgun houses are still alive to see it.
Triad Cultural Arts, a nonprofit headed by Cheryl Harry, is among those submitting proposals. She is working in conjunction with Old Salem Museum & Gardens, Simon Green Atkins CDC, New Frontier CDC, architect David Gall and local art advocates Belinda Tate and Dara Silver.
Early this week, she declined to go into detail about the partners’ plans, as their proposal had yet to be submitted. She did say that the goal is to preserve the houses and seek the community’s help in doing so.
“We don’t want to lose any more structures that can speak to African American history; there just aren’t that many buildings or facilities still standing,” she said. “ So the more we can preserve, the more we can tell the story of the African American experience as it relates to Winston-Salem.”
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Chapter 4	Home Sweet Home
[image: ]
[image: ][image: ]
From: “Images of America, Winston-Salem’s African American Legacy” by Cheryl Streeter Harry, Arcadia Publishing, Charlotte, South Carolina, 2012. 
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Emory Stephens (left) and Willie Harrell move a house Mong
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The Last Shotgun Houses
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The Happy Hill community was the first planned African American neighborhood in Winston-
Salem. In May 1872, the Moravian Church laid out streets and lots on the former Schuman
Plantation to be sold to freed slaves for home ownership at the asking price of $10. Each lot was
100 feet wide and 200 feet long. The Moravians named the area Liberia. However, the freedmen
called the neighborhood Happy Hill and it has retained that name today. In May 2009, historic

ker was placed in Happy Hill to commemorate thishistoric neighborhood. Black neighborhoods
grew during the lare 1890s due o the tobacco factories in Winston. In Salem, the main black
scrtlement became Columbia Heights, which was founded in the carly 18905 by non-Moravians
Columbia Heights was home to middle-class African Americans and was comprised of the
Slarer Industrial School, leading black businesses and churches, and berter homes. Happy Hill
was a small settlement of tobacco wrkers, laborers, and domestic workers. A number of African
Americans lived in Waughtown, a community adjacent to Happy Hill. The first brick house
thought to be erected by an African American was owned by Lewis Hege, a Black Moravian
who moved from Salem to East Seventh Street. Urban renewal destroyed many carly Affican
American neighborhoods.  from friends and memories, these resilient descendants of
slaves decided 1o reclaim their past and, in the 19905, neighborhood reunions began springing
up around the city. Former residents gather in parks in the old neighborhoods and spread picnics
and reminisce of the good old days when men and women dressed in their finest for church, baths
were taken in foot tubs, they went to the corner store t get a pop (soda), and to the Lincoln and
Lafayette Theatres to see movies. The Pond Reunion, the Boston Round-up, Belews Street and
Vicinity, and Happy Hill Reunion were among the first gatherings. Other neighborhoods such as
Piedmont Circle and the West End have formed celebrations. Today, there are sill concentrated
pockers of Winston-Salem tha are exclusively segregared; however, African Americans now live
throughout the city crearing new home life traditions,
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Most of the low-income houses were
shorguns, an architectural syle from West
Africa. The floor plan in most shorgun
houses was very simple. These houses had
no hallways so when one entered, they
stepped dircetly into the front room, with

a seraghe shot to the backdoor through the
bedroom and kitchen. The front porch was
a part of the shorgun house design that had
not existed in the United States until the
mid-19th century. Shorgun houses were
built close together and can be attributed

10 the kinship found in African American
commanities, as illustrated below by Lonnie
and Hattie Anderson on their front porc
Affluent African Americans resided in
middle class neighborhoods such as the
Boston Cortages and Columbia Heights.
William Shedrick Adams was a grassroors
community organizer. He worked to rebuild
the historic Reynoldstown neighborhood
where he grew up. (Right, courtesy of Ralph
s bekw, courfssy e FEEL]
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